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6 April 2023

Nga mihi nui ki a koutou whānau, and a warm St Leo’s blessing on you all

With this week being the last week of term, I just wanted to say a huge thank you to the
students, staff, parents and St Leo’s wider community for the wonderful term we have had. I
know we had a bit of a rocky start but managed to fit in fun and exciting learning experiences
for our ākonga. We have planned for another exciting term next term so keep an eye out for
notices.
Have a blessed Easter and a safe and relaxing holiday.
Lent Reflection:
“Follow faithfully the way of Jesus Christ, tell courageously the truth of Jeus
Christ, live joyfully the life of Jeusus Christ”

Holy Week
On Monday we joined together to remember Palm
Sunday. St Clare waved palms which were given to us
from the Parish. We reflected on Jesus’s triumphal
entry into Jerusalem.
On Wednesday St Catherine showed us Jesus’s
journey to the cross and his resurrection through their
passion play. Thank you to all the parents who were able to join us.

Takarunga Historial Tour
As part of our Aotearoa Histories Curriculum, St Catherine’s have been looking at life on a
Pa. On Wednesday they were lucky enough to go on a historical walk up Mount Takarunga.
We were extremely grateful for Matua Walker’s expertise on explaining the history of the
mountain and Devonport.

Kapa Haka
Next term the school will be taking part in the Bayswater Matariki Festival. We
welcomed and Ngahiwi Walker to St Leo’s last Thursday. TheTerehia Walker
children are really excited to be part of this and are looking forward to being
part of the kapa haka group next term. We are hoping that all students are
able to take part.

Ma te atua manaaki
God Bless,

Vimi Chandra
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Other notices

Kindy packs
As part of our marketing for St Leo's we are going to be making up packs including colouring
pencils, felts, colouring books etc along with material introducing the school and distributing
them to 4 year olds in all the local kindergartens. If you have any unused colouring pencils
etc that you would like to donate to the school for this, please bring them in next term.

Uniform
From term 2 children may wear their winter uniforms. If however it is hot they may continue
to wear their summer uniforms until King's Birthday weekend when all children will be
expected to wear their winter uniform.
If you have ordered winter uniforms please note that there has been a delay with these and
they will be with us soon.

International Students
We are starting to get inquiries regarding International Students visiting St Leo's in term 3
this year. We are looking for families interested in taking a homestay child and parent for a
period of time usually between 1 and 6 weeks. If you are interested please let Renee know.

Working Bee
Thank you to those parents and children who worked hard at the working
bee last weekend. The gardens are looking great and we have made a
start on the painting of the playground.

Rewards Hub
St Leo's PTFA now automatically receives donations whenever you do
online shopping through Rewards Hub.
We ask that all friends and families of St Leo's sign up. Instead of going
directly to an online shopping website, you go to Rewards Hub and 'click
through' to it from there. The affiliated business will give a certain percentage back to the
school. A $300 shop at Countdown, for example, will generate $3 for the school, with no
cost or effort for you! More than 80 affiliated shops including Countdown, Pet Direct, Mighty
Ape and Bedpost. Thank you to those who have already signed up. We are making money
already.

Sushi
There are 9 weeks in the next term so if you want to do a sushi order for a term the cost will
be $40.50. Please note that there will be no sushi order the first week back (26th April).

Devonport Volunteer Fire Brigade will be at the school on Saturday from 9am
washing cars to raise funds for the Sky Tower climb in May for Blood Cancer.

Garden to Table
This term my class did Garden to Table with Miss Dawbin, Renee and Tania.
We do it in two groups. In my group I have Henery, Joe, Johnathan and Alec.
One group cooks and the other plants and weeds in the garden. We always
do it at 11.30 on Mondays. I really like it because my group is small so we
can take more turns,
but the best bit is when we get to eat it! Yum! Yum! Tommy Sosa

https://rewardhub.co.nz/st-leos-catholic-school


Timetable of events

Monday 24 April Ministry of Education Teacher Only Day

Tuesday 25 April Anzac Day

Wednesday 26 April School starts
Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am

Thursday 27 April Waterwise

Wednesday 3 May Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Assembly 10.20am

Thursday 4 May Waterwise

Sunday 7 May Ladies High Tea

Monday 8 May - Wednesday 10 May Life Education Caravan

Wednesday 10 May Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Rosmini Open Day 1.30 - 3pm
PTFA Meeting 7.30pm

Thursday 11 May Waterwise

Wednesday 17 May Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Assembly 10.20am
Board of Trustees Meeting

Thursday 18 May Waterwise

Friday 19 May Wine & Cheese/Movie Night

Wednesday 24 May Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Cross Country 2pm

Thursday 25 May Rippa Rugby Tournament
Waterwise Regatta

Friday 26 May Open Day

Wednesday 31 May Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Assembly 10.20am

Monday 5 June King's Birthday

Wednesday 7 June Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Peninsula Cross Country
PTFA meeting 7.30pm

Friday 9 June Save Day Peninsula Cross Country

Wednesday 14 June Year 5/6 Netball practice 8am
Assembly 10.20am
BOT meeting

Wednesday 21 June Year 5/6 netball practice



Thursday 22 June Year 3 - 6 to CATS

Sunday 25 June School/Parish Mass

Wednesday 28 June Year 5/6 netball practice
Assembly

Thursday 29 June Science RoadShow

Friday 30 June Term finishes

Term dates
Term 2 starts Wednesday 26 April (Monday 24th April MOE teacher only day)
Finishes Friday 0 June 3pm

Bella Albrecht is collecting bread tags to use as currency at Scout Jamboree this year. If you
could save these and drop them to Renee in the
office that would be appreciated.

PTFA NEWS
We are still in need of a
Chairperson/co-chairpeople and Treasurer for the
PTFA. If you want to know more of what is involved Sarah (the past chair) or myself are
willing to talk to you about it. The PTFA is a very important part of the school and the money
that is raised by the PTFA helps to fund one of our teachers as the Government funding
does not cover all our teaching staff. It is also used to purchase resources for your children.
Thanks to Emma Hay who will be stepping up to take the Secretary role on.



Mother's Day High Tea - See ticket info on the next page.
Could all families please donate a luxury item in the first week of next term (or before
the holidays) - ie by Fri 28th April. Looking specifically for luxury food /drink items
and beauty / pamper products, for the High Tea raffle baskets.

Next PTFA meeting Wed 10 May 7.30pm

Community Notices



University Ministry Coordinator – Catholic Diocese of AucklandAre you a self-motivated relationship-builder who can
be the driving force behind a new project? We’re looking for someone who answers “Yes!” to become our full-time
University Ministry Coordinator. You’ll be part of a tight-knit team implementing a bold new strategy for ministry to
young people in the Diocese of Auckland. For more information, please visit:
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/

Local Youth Ministry and Administration Support – Catholic Diocese of AucklandAre you a self-motivated
relationship-builder who wants to make a meaningful positive impact in the lives of young people? The Diocese of
Auckland want someone to join our team in the role of Local Ministry and Administration Support. You’ll be part of a
tight-knit team implementing a bold new strategy for ministry to young people in the Diocese of Auckland. For more
information, please visit: www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/
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