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Nga mihi nui ki a koutou whānau, and a warm St Leo’s blessing on you all

Season of Creation

In September we mark the beginning of the Season of Creation.
This offers an opportunity to reflect on and take action to address
the needs of the Earth, our common home.  Pope Francis has
been a strong advocate for the church paying more serious
attention to the issues of climate change, global warming and the
way these affect people, particularly the most vulnerable nations
and communities.  As we prepare to exercise our civic
responsibilities and vote for our city and local representatives, I urge you to include their stance on
environmental issues in your decision-making.   Laudato Si, the Pope’s encyclical on care of the
Earth impresses upon us all that we cannot ignore the planet when we are living out our calling as
followers of Christ.

Welcome Back to a Former Student

We are pleased to welcome former St Leo’s student Kaitlin Rooke to the school for a four week
practicum as part of her teacher training programme. Kaitlin will work in St Clare during her time
with us. It is great to have Kailtin joining us in working with our tamariki, especially given her links
with our school. Welcome Kaitlin, it is good to have you here as you further your professional
journey in education.

Commonwealth Games Day

Last week we enjoyed the Commonwealth Games Day that had
been postponed earlier. It was lots of fun, and the children took
part with great energy. It was wonderful to see how well the older
children encouraged the younger children and helped them to
take part. Well done to the Scottish team on being the “winning”
nation.

Speech Competitions
I was fortunate to have the opportunity to judge the St Catherine’s speech
competitions on Friday last week. Nine students presented their speeches
on a wide range of topics. I have judged students' speeches for many years
at the various schools I have been Principal at and can assure you that the
standard at St Leo’s is up with the best I have encountered. Narrowing the
finalists down to two winners was very difficult. In the end, we selected
Julieta Sosa as our winner and Clara Angelo as our runner-up. They will
now go forward to represent St Leo’s at the local schools’ event this week,
with Lucetta Thomas-Cheng a reserve in third place. Congratulations to all
nine students and good luck to our finalists.
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Trusteeship
In her previous newsletter Ms Chandra congratulated the new Board members and thanked
departing Board members.  I ask you all to support the endeavours of the new Board, and be
patient as they come to grips with their new roles. In particular, be thankful that they are willing to
take on the role. Serving as a trustee is a tangible example of the Christian call to service; by
serving the community we serve Christ, who we believe is present in the people that make up our
community of faith.

PTFA Support
I would like to urge you all to offer support to your PTFA. The work
they do is vital to a small school, both in terms of adding
much-needed financial support to the school and as a mechanism
to strengthen the school community.  The lockdowns and traffic light
settings have restricted your access to the school, and this has led
to a change in patterns in parental engagement with the school. We
see less of you and we have you in and around the school less than
in former days.  I urge you, now that access is more possible, to
change your drop-off and pick-up patterns, and get used to being in
the school again. We need you present and engaged. Please use
the various events organised by the PTFA as a catalyst for
increasing your involvement with the school. Even more importantly,
please consider joining the PTFA. This is a great way to get to know
other parents, to support your school and to live out the Christian
ethic of service. By doing so you will be giving your own children a
life-long example of what it means to be a contributing member of a community.

Thanks and Well Done Ms Chandra

It has been a privilege to be back at St Leo’s for two weeks while Vimi has been on leave. I
remember when I was here in Term One I showed Vimi around the school and encouraged her to
apply for the job. It was a great thrill to hear she had been appointed.  I urge you all to continue to
support Vimi as she leads the school. Taking on the role of Principal asks a lot of anyone,
especially when it is for the first time. The signs are there that the school is being led well. May
Vimi’s time at St Leo's be a time of growth, of a deepening of the Mercy values that underpin the
school, and of growth in the depth of learning that children encounter.

Ma te atua manaaki
God Bless,

David Tennent (Acting Principal)

Other Notices
If you have not already done so we encourage you to join the St Leo's Families 2022 facebook
page as a lot of the school communication is done through this page.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/278262234395480
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Splash Polo
We are looking for Year 3/4 and 5/6 players to form splash polo teams (junior waterpolo) for Term
4.  This is played on Sunday afternoons at the Millenium Centre.  If your child is keen please email
the office so we can see if we have enough interest to form the teams.

Daffodil Day
Thank you for your generous support of Daffodil Day.  We raised $135.

Yummy Stickers
Please return all Yummy sticker charts to the office by 23rd September as we
need to send them away by the end of the term.

Summer uniform orders
Order forms were emailed earlier this week.  If you need to order summer uniforms
please get your orders to Renee by Friday 16 September.

Touch Rugby
Registrations are open for the Touch Rugby season. Mon 17 October - Monday 12 December
$50 per player.  Registrations close Monday 19 September.  Don't miss out - register today.
www.sporty.co.nz/peninsulatouch

Meet our final BOT member
Hi, I’m Anna! My husband Steven and I have been settled in Devonport for 8 years and have 3
children at St Leo’s, William (yr 4), Grace (yr 3) and Eva (yr 1). It’s a privilege to be part of such a
wonderful school and parish community!

I grew up in Rotorua and at the time was heavily involved in a large Catholic school community at a
leadership level. Since having children I’ve been lucky enough to be a stay at home mum. Prior to
this I was Marketing and Communications Manager for a fast growing telco services company. In
more recent years I have contracted in Graphic Design and Interior Design (which I’m currently
studying). I have also been an active member of the St Leo’s PTFA.

In our downtime, we love getting away as a family, with our dog, on our caravan and making new
memories exploring the beautiful outdoors.

I am looking forward to working alongside other members of our school community as a Bishop’s
Appointee on the Board of Trustees, to continue to provide our tamariki an enriched education
underpinned by our unique mercy values

Celebration Book
Congratulations to the following children who have their names in the Celebration Book:
Bella Albrecht - Player of the day for Hockey
Sophie Howcroft - Player of the day or netball
The year 3/4 hockey team won their competition this season.  Well done to the whole team.
Sophie Howcroft came 2nd place in 2 categories for roller skating in the Joan Alexander cup.
Beginners 2 solo dance and beginners 2 free skating.  Under 12.
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Celebrating students work

The wildness of the landscape wilderness
The frosty wind stumbles around the tall peaks

The birds play, while their parents preach
The mountains crumble in thirst as they get too hot

The ghost of the mountain calls her friends, using a roar
like a telephone
By poppy weekes

Timetable of events
Friday 9 September St Catherine Mass 12.00

Renee away

Monday 12 September Kapa Haka 8.45am

Wednesday 14 September Lewis Eady Music Lessons
Assembly 10.30am
Boys & Girls soccer tournament 10am - 2pm

Thursday 15 September Induction of new board and meeting 5.30pm

Friday 16 September Parent's Quiz Night - get your tickets now.

Monday 19 September Kapa Haka 8.45am

Wednesday 21 September Lewis Eady Music Lessons
Lewis Eady student concert

Thursday 22 September Student Learning Expo
Renee at a conference all day

Friday 23 September Sausage sizzle lunch
Keep NZ Beautiful clean up

Monday 26 September Kapa Haka 8.45am
Book Week

Wednesday 28 September Lewis Eady Music Lessons
Assembly 10.30am
Book week dress up day

Thursday 29 September School and Parish Mass 9.15am

Friday 30 September TEACHER ONLY DAY
TERM ENDS

From the Parish

● If you would like your child to undertake training or refreshment as an altar server, please
let the school office know.  They could then serve both school and parish Masses on a
rostered basis, following consultation about availability.

● If your family attends 9.30 Mass on a Sunday, and you would like to be on a Roster for the
Offertory Procession, please let the school office know.



PTFA News

Parent's Quiz Night - 16 September - tickets on sale from
Monday.  Selling fast so get in quick.  If you don't have 7
friends to come with, buy a ticket anyway and we can put you
on a table.
A big thank you to Soho wines for supplying the wine for this
event.

School Fair - 27 November - sign up sheets are up and
waiting for you to add your name where you can help.
Remember this is our main fundraising event of the year and
all the money raised by the PTFA goes back into the school
to support your children.
We need at least one person from every family to sign up for
a job at the fair to make this a successful day.  If we have to
cut out too many activities we won't make a good profit which
could affect our staffing.
Sign up now to get the job you want!!  Sign up sheets are out
by the gates in the afternoons or email Renee your
preference.

T - towels
T-Towels featuring the whole school will be on sale from 19
September.  Get your order in.  $15 for one, $25 for two, $40
for 3 etc.
Great for Christmas presents for the grandparents

PTFA Meetings

Here are the meeting dates and ID for the PTFA
meetings for the rest of the year.
The code for all of them is 123456.  Please join and
be part of helping the school.

The meetings are usually only about an hour long
and we need as many people as possible to take
part to make our fundraising efforts sustainable.

Sausage Sizzle
There will be a lunch time sausage sizzle on Friday
23 September.  Order forms will be sent home
soon.



Thank you to the following businesses/people who
have sponsored our school fair.  Please support
them in return.

Stall sponsors
Peter Wolfkamp Resident Builder
Cockcroft d'Young Moorhouse Lawyers
Avenue Advice - Gavin Busch

Thank you to Micro Scooters for the donation of a scooter for the fair
https://www.microscooters.com.au/

Thank you to the following also for donations/loans etc

Devonport Community House

Soho wine

Devonport Chocolates

Eco store

FishMob

Abigail Goosen

Wero Whitewater Park

Bridgestone Direct Glenfield

Auckland Zoo

https://www.microscooters.com.au/


COMMUNITY NOTICES

DOVE CATHOLIC
FELLOWSHIP FOR
WOMEN, NORTH SHORE
invites all women to
come and sing and
praise our God at St.
Thomas More Catholic
Church hall, 336 Wairau
Road, Glenfield.  We will
meet on Wednesday,
21st September 2022 at
7:30 p.m.  Our topic this
month is HOLY SPIRIT,
OVERFLOW and Barbara
Hines will give a talk
about the Holy Spirit.




