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3rd February 2022
Kia ora koutou katoa and a warm welcome to the new school year
In this my first newsletter as Principal of St Leo’s, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for
the opportunity to experience the special warmth and charism of St Leo’s. In my few days here I
have already begun to gain a sense of what a special place this is. The staff and Board have made
me very welcome and supported me in familiarising myself with how things work here.
As you probably know, I have been appointed as acting Principal by the Board, while they carry out
their recruitment process to appoint a permanent replacement for Maureen Harris. My position
here is a three days a week role, with my usual days being Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.
However, I assure you the school will have my full attention while I am in the role, which is
expected to be for the first school term, finishing on Holy Thursday 14th April. As you may know, I
have been a Principal for 29 years, in a range of schools, most recently at St Mary’s in Papakura,
although I also looked after St Mary’s Northcote in Term Two last year.
I am sure the next school term will bring its challenges, but if we work together, follow advice and
adhere to health and safety protocols, we will keep disruptions to a minimum. It is our hope as a
staff to support all your children to be safe, to learn and to grow in their knowledge and love of
Christ. With your support, we will endeavour to provide a great learning environment here at St
Leo’s.
Reflecting on the Sunday Gospel
Sunday’s Gospel reading from Luke could have been written for
our times. The people listening to Jesus didn’t like what he had to
say, and wanted to throw him off a cliff. At times like this, when
the advice for keeping ourselves safe asks so much of us, as
Christians we are challenged to think not just of our own needs,
but also of the needs of others. The “common good” is a concept
dear to the church’s heart; and it is something we have had to
sacrifice much to in the last two years.
2022 is no different; we are asked to look after ourselves and to
moderate our behaviour to ensure the safety of others. Make no
mistake, this is not always easy; in fact at times it is really hard. It
is in those hard times that we need to remember one of the other
messages Christ gave us to ponder: “learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble of heart.”
May God bless you all as you navigate the next phase, for yourself and for the common good.
COVID 19 Protocols
It is our hope to keep every student and staff member safe here at St Leo’s, through rigid
adherence to the requirements of the current red settings. The key elements are familiar to us;
social distancing, mask use, scanning in, vaccine passes, hand hygiene, contact tracing and where
necessary, remote learning. And restricting access to the site. We thank you in advance for
supporting us with these requirements. They are intended to keep children and school staff safe to
allow on site teaching and learning to go ahead.

Keeping Staff Safe
A key concern for us, as a small school, is to keep our school staff safe. While staff are well and
Covid-free we can keep the school open; having staff contracting COVID would lead to a school
lockdown, as all staff in our little school would become close contacts. Please support masking,
staying off site and all other protocols to keep our staff well.
Welcome
We welcome the following new children to St Leo's: In St Clare class: Oscar Flynn Christy, Eric Liu,
Sophie Hunter, Eva Rumble, Jameson Oleson and Easton Ikenasio, Kayson and Taitum
RamseyReid who are in St Patrick and St Catherine's classes and James Farrell also in St
Catherine.
Drop-Off Time
Just a reminder that, unless they are attending before school care, children should not be on site
until 8.30 am. Thanks for your support.
Classes for 2022
St Catherine
St Patrick
St Clare
St Dominic

Y5 & 6
Y3 & 4
Y1 & 2
STEAM

Mr Greg MacCarthy Morrogh
Miss Lucia Dawbin
Mrs Adrienne Williams & Mrs Dominique Mouw Smith
Mr John Smallfield (on a Tuesday)

Masses and Assemblies
As advised last week, under the red settings, we will not be able to hold Masses, whole school
assemblies and whole school liturgies. We will still hold class prayers each day and there will be
liturgies where we can hold them under red settings. The teaching programme also includes
Religious Education, together with the rest of the school curriculum.
STEAM Room
At the end of 2021 Maureen Harris mentioned John Smallfield is setting up a STEAM room in St
Dominic. The room will have resources to use for hands-on science and technology activities. He
has asked if families can send the following items to school to help
set up the room. If you have any of these spare items around the
house, could you please send them to school?
● small boxes
● ice cream containers
● milk bottle tops
● straws
● popsicle sticks
● any other bits and pieces which you may think we could use

Ma te atua manaaki e katoa
God bless

David Tennent
Acting Principal

Important Notices
Forms
Yesterday your child will have brought home some admin forms to fill in. Could these please be
returned to the office by Friday 11 February.
Fees
Invoices for school fees will be sent out tomorrow. Please note that these can be paid in any way
you wish that suits your budget eg set up an automatic payment for so much per week/fortnight
etc, pay by term, pay the whole lot up front. Attendance Dues must be paid each term. Any
queries about the fees please contact Renee.
Sunhats
These have now arrived and look awesome. If you would like to order one
please let Renee know. They are $15 each.
Sushi
We have been informed today that Fishy Business are no longer able to do the
school lunches. This means that unfortunately we have no school lunch options
at present. We will look into other options.
Car parking and car park
Just a reminder that no children should enter or leave the school via the staff car park. Please use
either the Owens Rd, Victoria Rd or Albert Rd gates. Also a reminder that the space either side of
the school driveway in Owens Rd is a no parking/stopping zone before and after school. Auckland
Transport often police this and give out tickets to people parked there.
Waterwise
At this stage Waterwise for the year 6 children is on hold due to red setting.
Celebrating Past Pupils
Well done to the following past pupils who have received awards from Carmel College:
Jessie Wescott - diligence in year 7 and service award
Tessa Clinton - year 7 & 8 Leadership Cup
Rosemary Dobbs - diligence in year 8 & service award
Aimee McGivern - diligence in year 8 & service award
Gigi Albrecht - diligence in year 8
Elise Vacherand - diligence in English and Te Reo Maori & service award
Molly Claxton - diligence in Science & service award
Caoimhe Costello - diligence in English and Social Studies & service award
Isla Kohlberger - diligence in Chinese & service award
Honor Braid - diligence in Food Tech and PE and service award
Kate Bell-Booth - diligence in Food Tech and service award
Isla Gillies - distinction in French & service award
Klara Sharplin - distinction in Mathematics and Statistics & service award
Service awards:
Emily Howcroft, Ivy Sharplin, Lily Sharplin, Alice Gillies, Dulcie Boulle, Katie Kubala, Poppy Lyons,
Alex Mills, Amelie Boulle, Tessa Clinton, Lily Cortese-Frowde,Katarina Lockyer,Claire Gillies,
Freya Williamson, Lily McGivern, Aurelia Hanlon-Wake, Libby Clinton, Francesca Lockyer. Sophie
Choi, Millie Wescott, Rona Costello
James Pita is the Maori Leader at Rosmini

Timetable of events
Monday 7 February

Waitangi Day holiday

Wednesday 9 February

Lewis Eady music lessons resume

Thursday 17 February

Board of Trustees Meeting

Sunday 20 February

First Communion (from 2021 sacramental programme)

Wednesday 2 March

Ash Wednesday

Thursday 24 March

Board of Trustees Meeting

Thursday 31 March

Parent Teacher Conferences TBC

Thursday 14 April

Holy Thursday - End of term 1

Become a Waterwise Instructor – No experience required!
My name is Michelle Scott and I am the St Leo's Waterwise Coordinator.
St Leo’s is lucky enough to be part of the Devonport Peninsula Waterwise Programme which teaches
all our Year 6 children water safety while learning to sail and kayak. Based at Narrow Neck beach, we
run our sessions on Thursday mornings in Term 1, part of Term 2 and a few sessions in Term 4.
As a Waterwise instructor, you help to teach our children water confidence and basic sailing and
kayaking skills. While a few children learn these skills from their family, for many it is entirely new.
Seeing them develop confidence and challenge themselves outside of the classroom throughout
Year 6 is an immensely rewarding experience.
Over the last few years St Leo’s has benefited from a very dedicated group of volunteer instructors,
many of whom no longer have children at the school. Every year we need some more parents to
train as instructors so that we don’t compromise our ability to continue to offer the Waterwise
programme at our school. If there are not enough instructors, St Leo's will simply be unable to run
our sessions in the future. From next year, 2023, we will only have 2 parents with children still at St
Leo’s so it is time now to start training up parents who currently have children in year 2, 3 and 4.
I have attached the schedule for the next Waterwise Instructor Training. This will commence, covid
permitting, on the 13th April with an evening session and will have trainees from all the schools in the
Devonport Peninsula. I realise the time commitment required to do the course looks daunting but
once it is completed your time is only needed on Thursday mornings. Most of our parent instructors
have work commitments and we are able to factor that into our schedule so you don’t have to make
every session.
The course is extremely fun and provides a great opportunity to challenge yourself and make new
friends. St Leo’s instructors are heavily involved in the training course so if you have any questions
please get in touch with me or corner one of the instructors in the school playground. Renee will
point you in their direction.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Kind regards,
Michelle Scott
St Leo’s Waterwise Co-ordinator
Tel: 021717274
Email: scottmichelle@xtra.co.nz

Instructor Training Schedule for 2022
Wednesday 13th April

7pm-9pm

Introduction

Tuesday 3rd May

9am-3pm

On Water (capsize)

Saturday 7th May

9am-3pm

On Water

Tuesday 10th May

9am-3pm

On Water

Saturday 14th May

9am-3pm

On Water

Tuesday 17th May

9am-3pm

On Water

Saturday 21st May

9am-3pm

On Water

Tuesday 24th May

9am-3pm

On Water

Tuesday 24th May

7pm-9pm

Written test

Saturday 28th May

9am-3pm

On Water

Saturday 4th June

Practical test - TBC

training room

training room

