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18 November 2021
Tena koutou e te whanau
It was wonderful to welcome back our children yesterday. There was an excited buzz happening
across the whole school. The older children and teachers have adapted well to wearing their
masks inside. Social distancing is very hard for children but they are doing their best under the
circumstances. The children have developed good habits of hand washing and santising.
Socialisation is so important for children and to
see the smiles on their faces when they could
see and play with their buddies again is
priceless. We are all praying that there will be
no more disruptions for the rest of the year.
Last week on 10 November it was the feast of
St Leo the Great, the patron saint of our school.
St Leo was a Pope around the year 440. He
was a great writer and was one of the most
important figures in the church’s history.
Normally we would have had some kind of
celebration at school on St Leo’s day and I
know some children were a little disappointed
at not being able to do the talent show as
planned. Covid certainly has had an impact on
our school year.
Assemblies
With the current restrictions we are unable to have assemblies or to sing together in class. We are
in the process of working out a suitable way of sending off our Year 6 children at the end of the
year. The traditional dinner and Mass will not be able to happen but a liturgy and picnic on the field
is still a possibility, although without parents at this stage.
Social night
On the 5 November we held a Crazy Hair / Crazy
Hat zoom social. Thank you to Anya, Yila and Julieta
for organising some games. I think the favourite was
scribbl. The children were a lot better than Mrs
Harris! Although not as well attended as the last
zoom social, the children who attended had a lot of
fun.
Cans for Christmas
As we were not able to do our can drive as planned, I ask that families consider
making a small donation to enable food to be purchased for the less fortunate.
We all know a lot of families in the Auckland region have been struggling since
the pandemic began. Our school value of Manaakitanga or compassion and
our motto of kindness is lived out when we help others.
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/2021-collection

Caretaker
I’d like to acknowledge the work being done by our new caretaker Jeff. The
school grounds are looking great for the start back at school.
Past Pupil
It is always a pleasure to hear of a past pupil living up to the values taught
at St Leo’s. Here is a link to The Project, where one of our past pupils,
Sophia Law, is donating her hair for wigs to be made for people suffering
from alopecia.

https://www.facebook.com/TheProjectNZ/videos/635066580987924

St Catherine enjoying sport outside!

St Dominic smiling for the camera!

Ma te atua manaaki e katoa
God bless

Maureen Harris

Important Notices
Fees
Term 4 Attendance Dues are now due. Even though we are not at school these still need to be
paid to the Catholic Schools office so please ensure you pay these and any other fees owing so we
can pass them on.
Library Books
If your child has a library book that was issued before lockdown could this please be returned now.
Children will be able to take books out for another few weeks. All library books will need to be
returned by Wednesday 8th December ready for stocktake.
Photolife photos
Unfortunately due to covid restrictions Photolife are unable to take class, individual and team
photos this year.

Rainbows End
Rainbow's End has had to cancel all school visits this year
so unfortunately this will not be taking place for the year 6
children.
Sports uniforms
Could all netball uniforms and borrowed sports jackets
please be returned to Renee as soon as possible. If you
have a player of the day trophy could this also please be
returned to Renee.
Sushi
Unfortunately Helen from Fishy Business has decided not to deliver sushi for the rest of this year
as we are the only school that was going to continue with orders. Those people with credits will be
refunded. You are still able to order Pita Pit on Fridays through Ezlunch. www.ezlunch.co.nz
Term end
Term 4 will end on December 15th at midday.
Uniforms
If you ordered a new school uniform last term our supplier has informed us that these are now on
the way. I will let you know when they arrive.
NEAR NEW LS POLO SHIRTS FOR SALE - 2 for $15
Long sleeve white polo shirts in near new condition for sale. Bought this year but barely used due
to lockdown.
Slim fit size 12 - measurements can be provided or can be tried on to check sizing. 4 shirts
available and selling at 2 for $15.
Text/Call Tanya (Kate's mum) on 022 1088 541.

Celebrating Past Pupils
Congratulations to Emily Howcroft who won a writing competition. Her memoir, The Monster Under
The Bed, was selected as one of the two winners in the Year 7-8 category of the Write On
Magazine competition.

