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Tena koutou whanau, 
 
Well, who would have thought I would be writing this newsletter from my home in the middle of a 
nationwide lockdown as a result of Covid-19.  I hope you are all coping well and managing to get 
outside for fresh air each day. 
 

I found this beautiful prayer based on the song  
‘From a distance’ by Julie Gold (sung by Bette Midler) 

 
From a distance the world looks blue and green 

And the snow-capped mountains, white 
From a distance the ocean meets the stream 

And the eagle takes to flight 
 

Holy One, during this time of social distancing and lockdowns due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
remind us that we are still connected to one another.  

We pray for those impacted by travel bans, those unable to connect with loved ones, those who 
are getting treatment, and all those who cannot get a hospital bed.  

We pray for all of us, who are anxious and afraid. Remind us that we are infinitely connected to 
you, and we can come to you in prayer at any time, in any setting. 

 
From a distance there is harmony 

And it echoes through the land 
It’s a voice of hope 
It’s a voice of peace 

It’s the voice of every man 

May we be your hands and feet right now as we look out for each other, and act as your 
instruments in this ailing world. 

Be with the very young, the school-age children as they watch this world around them. 
Guide the healers on each continent, in each country, in each city around the globe, and be with 

them and each of us as we struggle to navigate new things in new ways. 
Sustain the researchers, virologists, laboratories and medical transport teams. 

God is watching us 
God is watching us from a distance 

May God watch over us, and may we watch over one another, from a distance. 
Amen. 
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Important information from the Ministry of Education 
School holidays brought forward 

1. School holidays are being brought forward so that they are completed within the 4 week 
period. Holidays will now begin from Monday 30 March to Tuesday 14 April inclusive (a 
reminder that the Tuesday after Easter Monday is always a closed day for schools). 

2. At the end of the school holidays, schools will be open for distance learning but not 
physically open for staff to work at the schools. 

3. Please note the instruction to stay home (Alert Level 4) will continue beyond the new school 
holiday period but schools will be technically open for distance instruction. Teachers will be 
working offsite. 

4. Teachers will provide learning this week and then again from the 15 April. 
 
What we are doing at St Leo’s 
We are implementing our plan to support your child’s learning from home. We appreciate this is a 
sudden and significant change, and will be heavily disruptive to many people in our community. 
For our children, we will be supporting their learning from your home in the following ways: 

● Through online learning - Year 4-6 are familiar with working on their google account and the 
teachers will be providing them with learning they can do at home 

● Through powerpoints of learning activities for children and parents 
● Through provision of a learning pack - junior classes 
● Teachers will send regular emails to parents informing them of learning the children can do 

from home  
● Families can communicate directly to the teachers by email or to me by email 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

School News 
 
School Mass 
We had a whole school Mass on Friday 13 March which I unfortunately was unable to attend 
because of a Director of Religious Studies day, ironically.  Afterwards I received some wonderful 
feedback from the Parish and Father John.  Apparently the Mass flowed well and the children 
represented the school well with their leadership and singing.  I’m very proud! 
 
Family Mass 
This will be cancelled as there are no Masses being celebrated on Sundays for a while. 
 
Father John 
It is with sadness that we farewell Fr John as our Parish Priest.  There will be big changes for the 
Parish as we have no one to replace him.  The Takapuna Priests will be taking over the running of 
our Parish once everything is back to normal.  At this stage I am not sure how this will affect the 
school.  We wish Fr John well and hope he makes a speedy recovery from his illness. 
 



St Patrick’s Day 
We had a simple liturgy to celebrate St Patrick’s day and 
two children from St Patrick class helped lead the prayers. 
I then shared some green iced biscuits with the children 
as a treat which were very well received!  A lot of children 
joined in the occasion by wearing green to school. 
It was great to then see St Francis class base their writing 
for the day on the biscuit treat! 
 
Beach Cleanup 
This was cancelled due to bad weather.  We will have to make a decision next term as to whether 
we will choose another date to do this community activity. 
 
Breakfast Club Survey 
Before school care is not now going to happen for Term 2 as the logistics of getting anything 
organised in the timeframe we have now will be impossible.  I will send out another survey next 
term to gauge who wants the service and we will work from there once we know the exact numbers 
of children who need care.  If you do need your children to be looked after from next term, please 
contact me and I will see what we can do. 
 
Kapa Haka 
We have had 2 sessions with 
Anthony Pita and the children 
have thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.  It is a shame that 
the Cultural Festival has been 
cancelled because of the virus 
but I’m sure we will find other 
occasions later in the year 
where the children will have a 
chance to perform what they 
have learnt. 
 
Final Message 
May God bless you and keep you safe.  Look after each other - be kind as the Prime Minister says 
and try to make the most of the situation we find ourselves in.  
 

Kia Kaha - Be Strong 
Kia Maia - Be Brave 

Kia Manawanui - Be Steadfast 
Haere Tonu - Keep Going 

 May God’s Blessings be on you all! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ma te atua manaaki 
Maureen Harris 



 
Important Notices 
 
Attendance Dues 
 
Scholastic Book orders 
Scholastic have advised that if you have recently placed an order 
these will not be despatched until people return to work. 
 
Winter uniforms 
Obviously with the school being closed we are unable to receive the 
winter uniform order and get it out to you.  Children will be able to 
wear summer uniforms for a few more weeks once the term gets back 
under way.  We will advise the transition date once we know what is 
happening. 
 
Celebrating past pupils     
Anthony Pita, Year 13 Rosmini College  received a 100 Club badge 
and an academic tie for gaining Excellence endorsements and over 100 Excellence credits 
Anthony Pita also received a Scholar badge as he received Scholarships in English and Biology 
 

PTFA News and Events 
 

Sunday 5 April Easter Egg Hunt - cancelled 

If you purchased tickets we will refund you once school has resumed. 

High Tea  

In the light of recent guidelines from the Government we are sad to say that               
the St.Leo’s Heavenly high tea event has had to be postponed. The PTFA             
are working hard to explore their options. Thanks for your support and stay             
tuned.. 

Kid Friendly walk books 

If you or your friends purchased one of these books and haven’t yet paid for it                
please can you transfer the money to the PTFA  account: 

12-3057-0067576-00 ref name & book 

We will get these out to you once school resumes. 

We will be continuing this fundraiser once school resumes so tell your friends about them. Walks                
in the fresh air could be very welcome in a few           weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


