
ST LEO’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL

TATOU KAUPAPA

OUR MISSION
Within the St Leo’s caring community, we will 
nurture each child and inspire them to lead 
meaningful lives, following the teachings of 
Jesus, in our Catholic tradition.

TATOU MOEMOEA

OUR VISION
To love, to learn, to grow in faith

He Taonga ō te Wairua
OUR CHARISM
St Leo’s Catholic School is part of a Christ 
centred community of faith founded by the 
Mercy Sisters in 1893. The school values reflect 
the Mercy values and these are lived out in our 
school life. We educate the whole child, 
promoting total development of mind, body and 
spirit, uplifting both excellence and integrity 
amongst all students and in all school 
endeavours.

Tikanga ā Ahurea
OUR CULTURAL RESPONSIVENESS
We acknowledge that we live in a bicultural 
society so Tikanga and Te Reo are woven into 
our curriculum, planning and used in classroom 
programmes and celebrations. Customs and 
beliefs are celebrated through our Catholic 
character, RE programme and learning at St 
Leo’s. We endeavor to consult our Maori 
community regularly.

Tātou mahi
OUR GOALS
Whakapono
FAITH
To develop and grow the Catholic character and 
faith of our school.

Ako
LEARNING
To provide a child centred education which 
celebrates each child’s potential and learning 
style.

Hauora
WELLBEING
To nurture the whole child, academically, 
creatively, physically, emotionally and spiritually.

Taiao
ENVIRONMENT
To provide a learning environment which is well 
resourced and future focussed.

KINDNESS
TO OTHERS

CONFIDENCE
SELF-AWARE

INTEGRITY
HONESTY

EXCELLENCE
AIMING HIGH

TATOU WHANONGO PONO

OUR VALUES
TIKA 

JUSTICE
KAITIAKITANGA

RESPECT
AROHA 

COMPASSION
MANAAKITANGA 

HOSPITALITY



TĀTOU MAHI - OUR GOALS
Whakapono
FAITH

To develop and grow the Catholic character 
and faith of our school.
Our school is a place where everyone encounters 
Jesus Christ and develops a growing knowledge 
and understanding of His teachings.  

The teachings of Jesus and the founding Mercy 
charism will be evident and experienced in our 
school through the interactions and relationships of 
our students and staff.   An expectation of caring 
for others will be visible in our nurturing 
environment.

Our Catholic traditions and rituals will be taught and 
cherished as a way of gathering together to 
cultivate and celebrate our faith.

Our special character will inform all our planning, 
teaching and decision making.

Ako
LEARNING

To provide a child centred education which 
celebrates each child’s potential and learning 
style.
St Leo’s encourages and fosters a love of learning 
where all students are encouraged to strive for 
excellence through meaningful and authentic 
learning experiences which promote and develop 
academic, social and emotional growth.

Our learning programmes are designed to be 
engaging, relevant and highly responsive to the 
needs of our children and the changing 
environment.   

St Leo’s is inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach of 
creating innovative learning opportunities to suit our 
learners individual needs and interests.  They are 
given opportunities to design and manage their 
learning taking an increasing ownership as they 
move through the school. 

Our students participate in diverse curriculum 
opportunities which extends their knowledge and 
understanding in all learning areas of the New 
Zealand curriculum and Catholic Religious 
Education curriculum.

Hauora
WELLBEING

To nurture the whole child, academically, 
creatively, physically, emotionally and 
spiritually.
St Leo’s nurtures the individual child giving them 
opportunities to grow through our family orientated 
school where we know our students well.  They 
have an understanding and respect for our 
bicultural heritage and multicultural makeup of our 
community.

We provide a holistic education which allows 
students to be happy, confident learners who are 
willing to take risks in a safe environment, learn 
from their mistakes and celebrate their successes 
and the success of others.  They will develop 
resilience to cope with change and disappointment 
and will act with integrity.

St Leo’s fosters kindness and caring in our students 
where they understand the importance of caring for 
themselves and have an empathy for others.  They 
will have opportunities to demonstrate their caring 
for others through community outreach and 
following Jesus’ teachings.

Taiao
ENVIRONMENT

To provide a learning environment which is 
well resourced and future focused.
St Leo’s provides a safe and attractive environment 
which reflects our Catholic Character, is conducive 
to learning and is conscious of our environmental 
impact.

We will provide access to high quality and well 
managed learning resources that meet the students 
learning and developmental needs and is focused 
on improvement. Our classroom spaces promote 
exploration and discovery, making learning visible 
and encouraging the children to interact and 
collaborate together.

Our teachers have a high level of professional 
practice, innovation and creative teaching skills and 
our community have a sense of pride, belonging 
and respect for our school.


