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Nga mihi nui ki a koutou whānau, and a warm St Leo’s blessing on you all

Spring is a time of renewal and hope, mirroring the spiritual
rejuvenation that comes with the Resurrection of Christ at
Easter. As nature awakens with vibrant flowers and fresh
greenery, Catholics reflect on the promise of new life and
the joy of the Resurrection, which signifies the triumph of
life over death and sin. This season invites the faithful to
embrace a spirit of renewal, both in their personal faith and
in their commitment to living out Christ’s teachings with
renewed vigour and compassion.

We can help our tamariki to embrace a spirit of renewal in
their personal faith and commitment to live out Christ's teachings through several meaningful
practices. Maybe these practice will also reinforce our faith and commitment:

Prayer and Reflection: Encourage them to develop a habit of daily prayer, asking for guidance
and strength to grow in their faith. Simple prayers of thanks and requests for help can foster a
deeper connection with God.

Acts of Kindness: Teach to perform small acts of kindness and charity, whether helping a friend,
sharing with siblings, or volunteering in their community. These actions reflect Christ’s love and
compassion.

Learning and Sharing: Engage in learning about Bible stories and the teachings of Jesus, and
encourage them to share these lessons with others. This helps them understand and internalise
the values of their faith.

Participation in Sacraments: Support in actively participating in the sacraments, such as
attending Mass regularly, receiving the Eucharist, and preparing for Reconciliation. These practices
help strengthen their spiritual life.

Gratitude and Forgiveness: Teach the importance of being grateful for their blessings and
practising forgiveness. Modelling and discussing these virtues help them live out Christ’s teachings
in their everyday interactions.
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Sister Bernadette (Recount from St Patrick)
We loved having Sister Bernadette visit our school. She told us all about her life. It was hard for us
to believe that she is 87 years old! Mrs Christy said Sister Bernadette is as sharp as a tac.

Sister Bernadette told us all about her family and the reasons she
decided to become a nun. We learned that her father really wanted
her to be a nun and her brother to be a priest. Because Sister
Bernadette loved her father so much she decided to become a nun.

For her 70th birthday she climbed Mt Taranaki. Sister Bernadette
was a school teacher and a principal. When she was a school
teacher she had 68 children in her class, wow wow wow! We
learned that you can have a career and be a nun all at the same
time. Sister Bernadette told us about some of the careers nuns had,
there were many who were teachers and nurses.
More recently, nuns have become lawyers and doctors.During
Sister Bernadette's talk she showed us photos of her in her nuns
uniform and photos of her family, she looked fabulous.

We cannot wait to see and hear from Sister Bernadette again.

Sister Bernadette is from the Mission order of nuns which is a
French order as opposed to the Sisters of Mercy who are Irish. She
is 87 and has celebrated her platinum celebration as a Mission Nun. She is retired now and lives at
The Murray Halberg Retirement Village in Hillsborough. She spent many years in Taranaki.

St Catherine News
Last week at St Catherine students finally got a chance to be part of the Garden to Table
programme. They worked together to make kumara fritters. They absolutely loved it and had
seconds and thirds.

They also had a visit from Sarah, Watercare
educator. They learned about the differences
between stormwater and wastewater, what
causes overflows and what they can do to
improve their local environment. By the end
of the lesson they were able to understand
that water runs downhill to
the sea, appreciate that the shape of the hills
and where they are placed affects where the
rainwater travels, and understand what
happens to water after it goes down a
stormwater. They conducted experiments to
prove their hypothesis.

Te Wiki O Te Reo Maori
This week is Māori Language week and we started off the week with a visit
from Ngahiwi and Terehia Walker. Ngahiwi carved a special taonga for the
school. It tells the story of how our school is a part of Te Hau Kapua and how
our values are an important part of our kura. At the centre is the cross of Jesus
Christ who guides us in all the decisions we make. Please have a chat with
your child and they can share what each part of the carving means.



2025 enrolments
If you have a child that is turning 5 next year or know of someone who might be enrolling their child
at St Leo's could you please let us know as we are looking at funding and class sizes for 2025. If
you are planning to enrol your child next year please pick up an enrolment pack from the office.

Help needed with the Parish Playgroup
Julia and Anna are really happy about the way the playgroup is running on Tuesday mornings
during term time , 9.15 –10.15 am in the Hall. It’s a chance for young mums and dads to have a
cuppa and chat while their pre-schoolers are supervised at play. Could you be a helper? Elders
and grandparents are very welcome—a chance to get to know the next generations in our parish.
Please contact Julia 022 016 0050 if you can spare an hour on a Tuesday morning or if you’d like
to find out a bit more information.

Ma te atua manaaki
God Bless,

Vimi Chandra
Other notices

Waterwise Scholarship
Congratulations to Charlotte Robertson and William Rumble who were the
recipients of the Waterwise Scholarship this year. This entitles them to
free sailing lessons in the holidays and term 4 as well as a $200 voucher
for a wetsuit and buoyancy aid.

Attendance Dues
Term 3 Attendance Dues are due before the end of this term and invoices
for term 4 Attendance dues and term 3 activity fees will be sent next week.
Please pay these as soon as you can if you haven’t already done so. If
you are having trouble paying these invoices please see Renee or Vimi.

Uniforms
With term 4 fast approaching it is time to start thinking about summer uniforms. All children will
need to be in summer uniform by Labour weekend.
We are no longer supplying the uniforms but you can order them yourself by clicking on this link.
https://www.schooluniform.co.nz/collections/st-leos-catholic-primary-school.
There are still second hand uniforms available in the old styles in most sizes.

Yummy stickers
If you are collecting yummy stickers could these please be returned to the office by 23
September. It doesn't matter if the sheet is not full. Every little bit helps.

Timetable of events for Term 3

Monday 23 September Year 3/4 & 5/6 girls soccer festival

Tuesday 24 September Private music lessons with Dominic

Wednesday 25 September Year 3/4 & 5/6 boys soccer festival
BOT meeting

Friday 27 September Term 3 ends
Whole school Mass midday
Movie night for children and wine & cheese for
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2024 Term dates
Term 3 ends 3pm Friday 27 September
Term 4 starts Monday 14 October
Term 4 ends Tuesday 17 December at midday

Timetable of events for Term 4

adults. Tickets on sale now from the office.
Sales close 25/9

Monday 14 October Term 4 starts

Tuesday 15 October Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Wednesday 16 October Assembly
PTFA meeting/fair prep working bee 7.30pmMo at
school

Monday 21 October Dance lessons start

Tuesday 22 October Private music lessons with Dominic
Year 6 Cricket tournament
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Thursday 24 October National earthquake drill
Stardome trip

Friday 25 October Whole school mass midday

Monday 28 October Labour Day

Tuesday 29 October Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Wednesday 30 October Assembly
BOT meeting 6.30pm

Friday 1 November Carmel & Rosmini Orientation Days

Tuesday 5 November Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Wednesday 6 November PTFA meeting 7.30pm in staffroom

Friday 8 November Whole school mass midday

Saturday 9 November Drop off cakes, sweets, preserves etc for fair

Sunday 10 November School Fair 11am - 3pm

Tuesday 12 November Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Wednesday 13 November Assembly

Thursday 14 November Year 6 Waterwise

Friday 15 November Teacher Only Day - Ministry



Monday 18 November Year 5/6 camp

Tuesday 19 November Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am
Year 5/6 camp

Wednesday 20 November Year 5/6 camp

Thursday 21 November Year 6 Waterwise
Year 6 parents meeting Positive Puberty

Friday 22 November Whole school mass

Sunday 24 November Auckland Santa Parade

Tuesday 26 November Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am
Year 6 Positive puberty

Wednesday 27 November Assembly 10.15am
PTFA meeting 7.30pm

Thursday 28 November Year 6 Waterwise

Friday 29 November Savouries lunch

Saturday 30 November Waffle fundraiser at Titirangi
Music fundraiser 7pm (more details to come)

Monday 2 December Year 6 to Rainbow's End

Tuesday 3 December Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Wednesday 4 December BOT meeting 6.30pm

Thursday 5 December Waterwise

Friday 6 December Peninsula Athletics
Mass midday

Tuesday 10 December Private music lessons with Dominic
Playgroup 9.15am - 10.15am

Wednesday 11 December Assembly

Thursday 12 December Christmas show 10am TBC

Monday 16 December Leavers Dinner 5.30pm - 7.30pm

Tuesday 17 December Term 4 finishes midday



PTFA News

Quiz night - The Quiz night was a huge success. Thanks to those who attended. We all had a great
time. We made approximately $6500.

Movie Night/Wine & Cheese
There will be a movie night on Friday 27 September for the children and wine & cheese for the
parents. Tickets are on sale now. $10 per child which includes 3x slices of pizza, popcorn and a
treat.
No charge for parents but there will be a cash bar operating.
Ticket sales close Wednesday 25 September at 9am

Fair
Planning is underway for the fair. A big thank you to all the people who have signed up already. If you
know anyone who can face paint please let us know. Cake packs will be coming home after the school
holidays and jolly jars next week. You may start dropping off good quality items for the white elephant,
clothing, toys and book stalls to the office.

Fair working bee
The PTFA meeting on October 16th will be a working bee to get
things ready for the fair. We will be making up the cake packs for the
cake stall, lolly necklaces etc. Please make an effort to attend this as
many hands make light work. We will have a quick update meeting
on fair things beforehand.

Sand saucers
As part of the fair we are going to be inviting children from the Peninsula schools to decorate
saucers (see poster)
As part of the plant stall we will be selling succulents in a variety of different containers. If you
have any of the following items please drop them into the school office or give to Mai.
Jars, big tins (eg fruit ones), 6 hole egg cartons, terracotta pots etc. Also if you have any
succulents you can donate we would appreciate them.

DECORATIVE SAUCER COMPETITION AT ST LEO'S SCHOOL FAIR NOVEMBER 10TH
2024

We will be holding a decorative saucer competition at our school fair. Fill your own
saucer/small plate/small container with soil or sand and decorate it in

whatever way you wish - flowers, animals, toys etc

Bring it with you to the school fair and drop it off at the decorative saucer
stand, give us your name and some contact details and we will give you a

number.

Judging will take place during the fair and you will be notified if you win.
Age categories are:

3-4 years old, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12



Waffle fundraiser
There is another one coming up on 30 November from 3pm - 8pm so if you can help please let us
know.

Music fundraiser 30 November evening
Our wonderful music teacher Dominic is planning a music showcase evening where we will be
entertained by the choir and possibly some other budding musicians and the Kapa Haka group.
Tickets will be available closer to the time. $10 adult, $5 school age children, pre schoolers free.
The bar will be open for drinks

Next meeting
The next PTFA meeting will be held on Wednesday 16 October at 7.30pm in the staffroom.

Homes of Devonport
Tickets for this great event on November 1st will be available from the school office from now until
the end of the term and then the first 3 days of term 4. Come in and sign up or email me and then
the tickets will be sent to you by the organisers.
The school makes $40 from each ticket so if you are
going to go please consider getting your tickets from
us. Tickets are $85
Payment can be made via eftpos, cash or into the
PTFA account. Ref Homes of Dev

Thank you to the following businesses that

have supported the fair by donating goods or vouchers or loaning us goods:

Trish & Tracey Barfoot & Thompson

Peter Wolfkamp Resident Builder

Avenue Advice

Toshiba

Artz on Show

Asahi

Belmont Pharmacy

Benefitz

Bricks for Kids

Clip N Climb

Devonport Scouts

Farro

Inflatable World

Kids 4 Bricks

Little Cooks

Marbles Art Studio

MOTAT

Navy Museum

Parakai Springs

Scholastic Books

Skin Sense

Soulsprite

The Vic

Thread Room

TimBray
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