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5 February 2025 
 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou whānau, and a warm St Leo’s blessing on you all 

Welcome Back to Term 1! Xīnnián kuàilè! 

Welcome back to a brand-new school year! I hope you all had a wonderful summer break, filled 
with rest, joy, and special moments with loved ones. It’s always exciting to start a new term, and 
we’re looking forward to a fantastic year of learning, growth, and community. 

Summer Adventures 
This summer was a truly special one for me, as I had the 
chance to visit Melbourne to spend time with family and 
friends. It was wonderful to reconnect, share stories, and 
create new memories. I also cherished some quality time 
with my family and dog Charlie, making the most of the 
sunshine and relaxed holiday pace. I hope your summer 
was just as refreshing and enjoyable! 
 
Looking Ahead to an Exciting Term 
As we step into Term 1, we have plenty to look forward to, 
including school picnic and curriculum evening, swimming sports day, school/Parish Mass, PTFA 
AGM and much more. Please see the notices at the bottom of this newsletter for other events and 
dates. Our focus this term will be on Turangawaewae: one’s place of belonging, connection, and 
identity, grounded in whenua (land), whakapapa (ancestry), and community. Fostering a sense of 
belonging for all students, staff, and whānau, rooted in the values of manaakitanga (hospitality) 
and whanaungatanga (relationships). It aligns with the Gospel message of inclusion, love, and 
respect for each person as created in the image of God, ensuring a strong and positive start to the 
year for all our students. 
We are blessed to have such a supportive school community, and I look forward to working 
alongside you all as we journey through this year together. 
Wishing you all a joyful and successful start to the term. 
 
Welcome New Students 
We welcome Evander Mauafu and Harry Matheson to St Clare. We also welcome Jayce Kuruvilla 
to St Catherine. 
 
Welcome International Students 
We welcome 5 International Students to St Leo’s. Three tamariki are in St Catherine and two in St 
Patrick. 
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Sponsorship: Your chance to sponsor a child to come to St Leo’s in 2025 
St Leo’s Catholic Primary School Board invites you to consider sponsoring a child’s attendance 
dues for 2025 (total $532 for the year or $133 a term). What a great way to support our young 
Catholic community and grow our local school. We have a few people who have already become 
sponsors, which is also tax deductible. Please contact the school office at 09 445 9339 if you can 
help.  
 
Attendance  
The Ministry of Education’s attendance goal: is to get 80% of students to attend 90% of the time.   

St Leo’s Catholic School – Daily Attendance Process 

1.​ Reporting Absences: Parents must notify the school office by 9.30am if your child cannot 
attend school. The office will contact the parent or caregiver if we have not received a 
reason. If no response is received, the child will be marked as Truant. 

2.​ Daily Roll Checks: Attendance is recorded twice daily—once at the start of the day and 
again after lunch. The office monitors attendance to ensure consistency. 

3.​ Ministry of Education Tracking: Attendance data, including information on students who are 
absent or late, is automatically sent to the Ministry of Education each day. 

4.​ Principal’s Attendance Report: Each term, the principal receives a report summarising 
student attendance, including reasons for absences. This report is shared with the Board of 
Trustees. 

5.​ Attendance Alerts: The office, and principal receive automatic alerts when students meet 
the following levels of non-attendance within a term: 

o​ 5-9 days 
o​ 10-14 days 
o​ 15 or more days 

6.​ School Attendance Plan: The St Leo’s Catholic School Attendance Plan will be confirmed at 
the next Board meeting and shared with the St Leo’s community. 

7.​ Accessing Attendance Information: 
o​ Attendance policies and procedures are available on SchoolDocs. 
o​ The Ministry of Education’s parent information for parents is available to view by 

clicking on this LINK.  
8.​ Parent Communication: Attendance expectations and procedures will be shared with all 

new families at the start of each term.  

Regular attendance plays a crucial role in student learning and success. Thank you for 
supporting and ensuring your child is present and engaged in daily education. 

God Bless,       

Vimi Chandra 
 
Other notices 
 
Invoices 
These were posted to all families today so hopefully you will receive them in the next few days.  
Please pay them in whatever way fits in with your budget but also please note that if you are 
paying by term, Attendance Dues for that term must be paid by the end of the term. 
Please note when doing online banking the account name is now ST LEO'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
(DEVONPORT) BOARD.   
 
Scholastic books 
Order forms will be coming home today.  If you want to order these are only done online. 
 

 

https://evidence.ero.govt.nz/documents/attendance-getting-back-to-school-a-guide-for-parents-and-whanau


 
Celebrating past pupils 
Congratulations to Joseph Wolfkamo and Anthony Angelo on becoming prefects at Rosmini. 
Carmel College 
Honor Braid Principal's award for contribution to school life. 
Lily McGivern year 13 Deans’ award contribution to school life. 
Kate Bell-Booth service to sport 
St Mary’s College 
Chloris Wong - 1st in fashion & Interior design.                                                                                
Clara Angelo - Top Academic Achievement in year 8.  First in drama, English, Maths, RE, Science, 
Social studies and tech.                                                                                                                 May 
Upton - 1st in English, Health & PE, RE & Social Studies. 
 
Thank you to the following businesses who support our Skool so we can use the Skool Loop app for 
our newsletter 
 

●​ Reliable Concrete Cleaning Solutions  
●​ Rowley Funeral Services 
●​ Asahi Japanese 
●​ Devonport 7 Day 

Pharmacy                                
●​ Belmont Pharmacy 
●​ Five Star Automotive 

Services 
●​ ChapmanJones 
●​ Torpedo Bay Navy Museum 
●​ Fit it Fitness 
●​ Secure Homes 
●​ Devonport Flowers 
●​ Ballard Services 

 
Timetable of events for Term 1 

 

Thursday 6 February Waitangi Day 

Tuesday 11 February Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 

Wednesday 12 February Music lessons with Dominic 
PTFA meeting 7.30pm 

Friday 14 February Whole school mass 

Tuesday 18 February Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 
Assembly 10.15am 

Wednesday 19 February Music lessons with Dominic 

Thursday 20 February Year 6 Waterwise begins 

 Friday 21 February School picnic/PTFA AGM 4pm 

Tuesday 25 February Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 

Wednesday 26 February Music lessons with Dominic 
BOT meeting 6.30 

Thursday 27 February Year 6 Waterwise 

Friday 28 February MOE TEACHER ONLY DAY 



 

Monday 3 March Swimming sports @ Devonport school 

Tuesday 4 March Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 
Assembly 10.15am 

Wednesday 5 March Music lessons with Dominic 
Ash Wednesday 

Thursday 6 March Year 6 Waterwise 

Tuesday 11 March Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 

Wednesday 12 March Music lessons with Dominic 

Thursday 13 March Year 6 Waterwise 

Friday 14 March Whole school mass 

Monday 17 March St Patrick’s Day 

Tuesday 18 March Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 
Assembly 10.15am 

Wednesday 19 March Music lessons with Dominic 
Yr 6 Grip Leadership Programme 

Thursday 20 March Year 6 Waterwise 

Friday 21 March St Catherine Antarctica VR experience @ school 

Sunday 23 March Sacramental programme begins 3.30 - 5pm 

Tuesday 25 March Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 

Wednesday 26 March Music lessons with Dominic 

Thursday 27 March Year 6 Waterwise 

Friday 28 March Whole school mass 
Renee away 

Sunday 30 March Sacramental programme 3.30 - 5pm 

Tuesday 1 April Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 

Wednesday 2 April Music lessons with Dominic 
BOT meeting 

Thursday 3 April Year 6 Waterwise 
Parent/Teacher interviews 

Monday 7 April - Wednesday 9 April Life Education Visit 

Tuesday 8 April Playgroup 9.15 - 10.15 

Wednesday 9 April Music lessons with Dominic 

Thursday 10 April Year 6 Waterwise 

Friday 11 April Whole school mass 
Term 1 ends 

Sunday 13 April Sacramental programme 



 
PTFA News 
  
Our beginning of the year family picnic will be held on Friday 21 February 4pm onwards.  The 
PTFA AGM will be held at this time too.  Please consider if you or you and a friend would like to be 
the chairperson.  We will also be looking for class reps. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 
Receptionist/Administrator – Catholic Social Services, Auckland. 
Catholic Social Services is looking for a part-time (20 hours - 3 
days – hours can be negotiable) Receptionist/Administrator based 
in Ponsonby.  As a faith-based professional service Catholic 
Social Services provides social work, counselling, out-reach and 
support to individual people and families. 
The successful applicant would be required to provide efficient, 
effective, and professional reception and administrative services 
to the team at Catholic Social Services. 
For further details please go to our website 
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz, Diocesan Services and staff 
vacancies.  
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